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Retable, piasticine and mbved modia on wood, 2011-2012: This b an amalgansation of shanty towrs from around the workd, Eisch hotete has boen built brick by brick from plasticine, Dfferont artists weeked on diffenme sections,
bt thae entine work blenads fogether o form a unfversel shassty sown that Mghlighets the inequality and infustios inour sochery ond the need for change

Mould of the human condition

Mondongo, a collective of seven artists, uses folklore, literature, film and modern-day icons in its sculptural
creations to make profound comments about today’s society. Their aim is to bring about positive change

{

We want our
work to talk 1o
every strata

of society and
we hope that it
can bring some
change.

~Manuel Mendanha,
spokespersen, Mondongo
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| “ondongo B 3 unkpes con-

cept. It ks an ant collective

| Bl compeising  seven  artlsts

| who work together o create
- _stunnleg sculphural works

The materials they use are also ususaal,
such as plisticine, shabs of meat, burm
oast, cooddes and trinkets The Argentine
group gets 5 name from the traditional
tripe stew that ks o of the most popular
dishes: fn. Armeria.

“Mondongo Is made from cheap and
simple ingredients, but it i deliclous and
evervbody lkes It Similardy, we use a
blersd of ocdinary materials o create our
artworks ard we hope that everybody will
oonect with thee and akeo enjoy them,”
sy Mamuel Mendanha,  ihe  groups
SpOkeRperson.

The group began as a thiessoms com
prisieg Mendanha, his wife and a friend
and has gradually groan.

"My wife & hall Japancse amd has
broaght her knowbedpe of Aslan culture
o the gromp. Similarty, every meember has
etiriched 18 with thelr own ideas, skills and
experiencet, and this wonderful mix is re
flected En cor work. Workdng a8 a group i

ol cay aned we angee all the time, Bat 1
can say that althoagh we were initally ke
a rock band, after 13 years of working to-
gether we now play like an orchestra. And
wo believe 1hat workisg together ks the
way o bulld a better tociety” Mendanha
SayE

Moadoryo B dhaaving thiee pecent xr-
works at thelr exhibition in Dubal. The
Beagatilal phoces, made from plasticing on
wod, are filled with detailed minktune
madels of people, flowers, animals, build
Ings and many eiher objects. Exch plooe
& an amalgamation of varous themes,
with referencds ramging (rom folklore amnd
classicad art, literature, flnws and navthod -
ey 1o pof a1 ard eodem-day foons, The
artworks are fun, witty and imeverent,
vt they make profound comnyents abowt
madern ssclety, the hitory of mankisd
amd the buman condition.
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Universal appeal

The largest plece In the show ix a rec-
reabion of 3 thaniytown spread 30Toss 3
hill slope. Every tiny howse in this masshe
slurm has boen carelully mealded by hand
from plasticine and the details are a de-
light — the individual bricks En the walls,

the grills on the windows, the cormugated
tin reals, ard the satellite dishes and an
berinaee on the roodiops. A closer hooll re-
veals wordds writien In Hindd on some of
Ehe b,

“This work Is Inspired by the big and
ever - growing shantvtoawn in Bsenos Adres
But this |5 a problem that exists every-
where in the world. So we have mived
shantytowrs from ditferent countries such
as Imdis, the Umlted Siates of Amerkca,
ardd Bolivia to create this fctiona] sham,™
Mendanhs explaing

I ik thee seven artists seven months o
make this plece. “Today artists can create
digital art with the click of a linger, bat car
work ks painstaking and time -consuming.
Exch house ks constrocted beick: by brick
and the cobsars we wse are hamsdmade by
s, ™ hbemdan b says

Magy enessages have been subtly in-
coaporabed into thix stark shantviown
throggh featares sach as 2 beoken- down
car with a Nike logo on i, a boy playing
with 2 foothall and a big (foorescent moon
on' the back of the cabinet in which the
artwork ks enclosed.

The logo alludes o olr- Consumerisg
sochety and also the asplrations of slum
dhwellers: A the footballer s Mondon-
go's tribate to Maradona, who grow up

in a shaniytown, The moon s o polgnant
remdnder that unlike the inequality in owur
sochety, the moon shares its light equally
with every belng on the plasa
=We want our work to talk e every sira

ta o sechery and v Bope that B can being
sommee change In our sockety,™ Menlanha
VR
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Container of all humanity

Thee ot ber D pleces o8 dlsplay ane [Fom
Mondongo's famouws Soll serles, which was
started In 2005, Both featare hage skulls
crammed with a plethora of plasticine
scualptares. “The skl ks a popalar symsbol
In classdcal as well a8 pop art. We soe it az
acontainer of all humankty through which
we can 1alk abekit ihe history of our spe
ches, ™ Mendanha sayx

The sloalls are based on multiphe con-
copis, but the beauty is that all the indi
withaxl sioghes told by the artists combine to
trace the history of the hunan raoe.

The eefercnces and ihe conpections ane
Becinating. For iastande, the thiee mwe-
dieval ships on the forchead of one of the
sdaills are the ones in which Cheistopher
Cotumbas salled to America, marking in
exsenoe 1he beginaing of globalisation and

condumerism. Bul interestingly. the ships
are shiewn salling Into Dubai’s Atlantis ho-
bell, sugpestivg that the iy s new 1he glit-
tering new workd that everybody wanis to
OO ik,

There are many other features on this
shoull vhat conmect different periods in ho
man history.

An old man moves the wheel of time
Ehat bears candbes as 3 svmsbol of the like
of our species. And just above him you can
sev the anclent Mava calendar, which pre-
dicts the emd of the world In 2012, A huge
wave in the Background s actually a rep-
ez of lapancse artist Hokusal's fansous
painting and perhaps 2 symbod of (e pre-
sent economde and politkcal turbulkence in
e workl.

A 3 dincsaur reminds we where all the
ol g fromm.

References o our enaterialistlc society
inchade dollar notes growing on a tree, 2
Billoard advertising the camings guamnn-
teed by a bank, a graph of the Bloombseng
index, 3 Monopoly board and the mytho-
loghcal character Gargantua greedily de-
veuiring piles of money. The figare of Yan
Gogh Iying ina wheat fleld right next o2
Sotheby's auctbon also tells a skmilar sto-
ry. Other Bgures in thiz narrative inchade
Marlon Brando a0 the Godiather, Pinoc-

Spiritual This pece dvells on spiritual and morol isie: with rofmmoes i folk fales
e Rod ang!bcd and the Theee Livtke Pigs, (e such as Charlie Chaplins Modern Times

and Ingrmar Bergrean

" The Seventh Seal and artvworias by Bt i Kiser, Wealion Foed and

Pl McCarthy. A motsstain of MeDomnakd s hamburgers and a pancrama of New Yok ane

conrecied throsgh thedr refenence to German immidgranis to the U8 because New York was

the atevay for imamigranes and the Ramburger gof its name from the German city, The stofu
aparses:

of Cherist the Reedemer,

and Hindu ryythologioal figunes, the ancient Mayan clty of

Teraochiitkm, the crown of Epéatio, which ix a thormy trew and Tlzano’s paimting of Adam

and Eve are part of the spdritucl imagery fere

Shaell, ploet e on wood, 20112002 This plece highlizhts the moterialitic aepect of our

sociely and the

arixing from our mindiess purssst of wealth thregh raferences to

Rdeorical evenls, comslcs, art, films, political ideclogy, pop cullune and rgpthology, I ooes
the origring of o maderialieic alrimude in the past cormecting i with the way things are
sockay, Medieval ships, the Mayam cakemdar, the Sphinyin Egvpt, the kgond of Atlanris and
raditional Sstrh Amerioan moks are somes of the referenoes fo the past, Dubal’s Atlantls
Hacte], he [Recfuatimg market imdex, ol audtions, film and comic characners link the narmative
with e present. The wieed of B fermed by "Time " neinforces the fink betvonen past ond
present axkimg ws b0 poee and leam from our hismey,

chiio, Marie Anbolrctte, Mao Tee Tung, Leo
Todstoy and the Latin American saim wha
helps jobs seckers,

Modern times

The other dkull on show is based on
mezoral and spiritual themes and deals with
e sch as e, human sutfering, mil-
grathon, death, raclsm, unemplement
and 1he erviroament.

The Ggures seen here include Charlle
Chaplin from his flm Modern Tieees, Hither,
Michael Iackion, a neembser of the Ko Khax
Klan, Amdy Warhol, Bamksy, the famous
statiae of Christ the Redeemer, the shark
frcarmy thee film Kerwes, Gollhurm from Leed of the
Rirgs ardl 3 recreation of a scene from an
Ingmnar Bergnaan fllm showing 2 mecdieval
knight plavieg chess with Death,

The artists have also recreated sev-
¢ral landscapes including New York
City. the gateway for immigrants and a

financial centre, the Leaning Tewer of
Piza with 115 weak foundatbon, the fair-
yiake castle at Dispeylard, and primi-
tive Inca huts.

Soane of 1he poabons ase Inspired by fa-
s pakntiegs such as Tizlana's Adarm and
Eviraid The Kisstey Brancusd,

There are also references o Iedian, lap-
ane and South American rythology and
10 the welind aquatic life seen on the South
American coxstline after the tsunaml in
200,

The background in all the skall pleces i
based o Pacman, the popular computer
game released in the 19802

=This weas the first ever compuicr game,
and we feel that these Pocman charactors
who are trying to devour ¢ach other are
apt symbols of madern sockty and the
way modemn technology s shaping our
lives,™ Mendanba says,

m Mondongo will rurn af Art Sawa, DIFC,
il October 28,
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